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reserve in that quarter* General Joffre's suggestion was that
Douglas should make a number of preliminary attacks so
as to wear down the enemy and reduce his reserves to
nothing, but Douglas pointed out that to do this would
have a very bad effect on the morale of not only the troops
themselves but on the people at home and the neutral
countries and would seriously damage our credit, as a re-
pulsed attack, even though that attack had never been
intended to break through, would appear as a victory for
the enemy. He also pointed out that such attacks would
wear out his troops as much as those of the enemy and he
would be without the necessary men when the principal
attack was made* Meantime Joffre was very anxious that
Douglas should take over more of the line held by the
French so that he could strengthen his reserves. It was
clearly the politicians in Paris who were hampering Joffre
in the matter of attack. One section which dealt with home
defence thought one way about it whilst the bureau dealing
with operations abroad were of the opposite opinion.

It was eventually decided that the offensive should be
launched at two adjoining points and Douglas altered his
plans to fall in with this idea. It meant that there would be
only two flanks to protect instead of four if the points
chosen had been at different sections of the line.

Douglas visited the King of the Belgians in the company
of Lord Curzon? in order to explain the intentions of the
Government with regard to matters which closely con-
cerned Belgium. King Albert, who was at that time living
in a small villa on the sea-coast within range of the German
guns, had asked that Douglas should accompany the Cabinet
minister at this interview* His main concern was that many
houses and much property in Belgium would be destroyed
if an attack was made from a certain quarter in preference
to another, and he thought that plans should be laid so that
as little damage as possible would be done.
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